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Software that allows you to create your own computer rankings

by Bob Whitaker

Football Rankulator is a software utility which allows you
to create your own Division 1-A computer football
rankings. You can also keep an eye on the conferences
races, teams' schedule and strength of schedule. The
voter polls and the BCS standings are also included.
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Introduction

Welcome to the "Football Rankulator" Users Guide

This guide is intended to get you up to speed with Football Rankulator - we hope you will find the
program fun and easy to use.

Football Rankulator (FBR) is software written for Division 1-A college football fans who enjoy following
the polls, computer rankings, and the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) - but want to do a little extra
analysis on their own. FBR will also allow you to track the schedules and scores of Division 1-AA, Il
and lll conferences.

As you know, the Division 1-A National Championship is not decided by a play-off system. Instead, the
BCS is used to choose two foothall teams to play for the championship. The BCS, during its short
reign, has used a variety of inputs and formulas to calculate its ranking - voter polls, computer
rankings, strength of schedule, etc.

We know how the voter polls work. The AP & Coaches polls have been around for years; the Harris
poll is more recent. They are all subjective. Those who vote have their own criteria (hopefully) for
ranking the top 25 football teams.

But what about those computer rankings? Have you ever wondered how they work? Or what criteria is
used? Did you ever ask yourself, "Why did my team drop in ranking (after a win), while that other team
went up (after they lost!)?" If you want answers to these types of questions - well, you've come to the
wrong place! We don't know. That's why Football Rankulator was created. Now you can build your own
computer rankings. You decide what's important and what's not important. You decide how much
weight to give a particular ranking method. If you don't like the results, change the criteria. Best of all,
you know how it works because you are in control.

There are currently more than 80 ranking methods available in Football Rankulator. Simply select the
methods you want to include, and weight them according you what you think important. You can make
(and save) several ranking criteria configurations if you like.

Football Rankulator features

Conference statistics and standings, conference versus conference, bowl eligibility standings
Team statistics, schedules, records, a user configurable strength of schedule calculation, graphs
Games by rankings, best match up by poll, best match up by record, more

Polls - AP, Coaches & Harris polls, the BCS ranking, and your FBR ranking

Rankings - more than 80 ranking methods that you configure and weight

To get started now, see: Using Football Rankulator.

See also:
Copyright Notice

License Agreement

Copyright Notice
Copyright

This documentation and the software described in it are copyrighted with all rights reserved. Under the
copyright laws, neither the documentation nor the software may be copied, photocopied, reproduced,
translated, or reduced to any electronic medium or machine readable form, in whole or in part, without
the prior written consent of Whitaker Software Applications.
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854 Meadowfield Drive
Knoxville, TN 37923
www.FootballRankulator.com

1.2 License Agreement

e License Agreement

You should carefully read the following terms and conditions before using Football Rankulator. Your
use of this software indicates your acceptance of this license agreement and warranty. If you do not
accept these terms you must cease using this software immediately.

e Copyright
Football Rankulator is copyright © 2000-2018 by Whitaker Software Applications, all rights reserved.

e Demo Version

You are granted a non-exclusive license to use this software program (hereinafter referred to as the
"SOFTWARE") solely for evaluation.
You may freely redistribute the demo version of the "SOFTWARE" with the following exceptions:
1. The original package supplied by Whitaker Software Applications is not modified. You may not
alter, delete or add any files in the distribution archive.
2. The limited evaluation nature of the Trial Version software is not misrepresented.
3. No money is charged to the person receiving the software without written permission from the
copyright holder.

¢ Registered Version

Once registered, each licensed copy of the "SOFTWARE" may either be used by a single person who
uses the software personally on one or more computers, or installed on a single workstation used non
simultaneously by multiple people, but not both. The registered "SOFTWARE" may not be rented,
leased or lend to any other person, nor transferred or sub-licensed.

e Software Protection and Governing Law

You shall not decompile, reverse engineer, disassemble or otherwise reduce any part of this
"SOFTWARE" to human readable form nor permit any third party to do so. You shall not, nor permit
any third party to copy, make error corrections to or otherwise modify, adapt or translate the
"SOFTWARE" nor create derivative works of the "SOFTWARE". This agreement shall be governed by
the laws of the State of Tennessee.

¢ Disclaimer of Warranty

The "SOFTWARE" and the accompanying files are provided "AS IS" without warranty of any kind.
Whitaker Software Applications is not responsible for any damage whatsoever, including loss of
monies from gambling wagers, loss of information, interruption of business, personal injury and/or any
damage or consequential damage without limitation, incurred before, during or after the use of the
"SOFTWARE".
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1.3

1.4

1.5

System Requirements

¢ Hardware Requirements

Intel Pentium processor 450 MHz or faster recommended

64 MB of RAM

10 MB of available hard drive space

Video board capable of 1024 by 768 pixels and supports true (32 bit) color resolution

e Software Requirements

Windows 98
Windows ME
Windows NT 4.0 SP4
Windows 2000
Windows XP

Installation Notes

Installing Football Rankulator is a simple matter of running the installation program and following the
instructions.

e Initial Full Installation
The following gets installed during a full installation...

FBR.exe - the program

*.fbd - the datafiles

FBR.chm - the help file

Conference, Team & TV images in .gif format

A few .wav files for sound effects

Graphic library (PEGRP32C.DLL) copied to your system32 directory

3 fonts: Comic Sans MS, Trebuchet MS, and Haettenschweiler copied to your fonts directory
(note: if any of these fonts are new to your system, you may need to reboot)

See File directory structure.

¢ Updates/Patches

The installation program for updates or patches will only contain items that have changed, and will not
contain all the items that are in the full installation. This package will most likely only include the
program and help file. When you install an update, but sure to install the files to the same root directory
as you installed the full installation (the update installation application should detect where you last
installed Football Rankulator).

Support
Support is available to Demo and Registered Users of Football Rankulator. All support issues are
currently dealt with through email, and we endeavour to provide a quick response and turnaround to
submitted problems and/or questions concerning FBR.

You can contact us at the following email addresses...

info@FootballRankulator.com - for general questions, suggestions, etc.
support@FootballRankulator.com - for problems, bugs, etc.
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data@FootballRankulator.com - to report data related errors, i.e., scores, dates, etc.

2 Using Football Rankulator

Football Rankulator is a Windows application. It is assumed that you know how to use menus, buttons,
drop down lists, check boxes, radio groups, etc.

When first using the software, try clicking, double-clicking, and right-clicking on anything and
everything. If something is not obvious, try pressing <F1>; there may be an associated help topic from
the help file that will popup. You may also start the help file by selecting File | FBR Help from the Main
Menu.

2.1  Application Workspace
Football Rankulator utilizes a single document interface. There is one main form for the application.

Below the Main Menu is a toolbar which allows you to quickly change football seasons, and change the
season's Reference Date. Below the toolbar is a list of buttons (or tabs) to change the current view

page.
Download datafile Reference Date  Find Team Track Team button
Datafile S Footbali Rankulator (200 Season) i
drop down Fle View Cofgp e I
list b5 v B @ EBMon-0Oct17, 2005
F Conferences | Teams  Games | Polls | Rankings *
Page & | FAA | o Conf v Conf | Bowl Eligible m
buttons or o |
UK
tabs - T el .
1= . Atiantic Goast GConference fr
Big Ten e s ' B
Big 12 "
:oEoC-‘.I.O cWL W-L MoV Polls FBR This week Next ?
Independents (IA) Attantic
Page Conference USA Florida State %1 170 ME 13 Lostat Vieginia at bukz
ares ] = 31 61 143 13,1112 16 Beat Wake Forest Oct 20
Mountain West B maryiand 142 67 BII B open Thu, &
Sun Belt Fo clemson PR B B B 42 Won at Morth Carolina State Templd,
WAC .Nonh Corolina State  +3 13 3.0 62 Lost to Clemsan atw!
EW&J« Forast L] 7 87 Lost at Boston College Marth g
Coastal -
.Virginin Tech 30 60 303 343 4 open Thu, Sx
.Mn’ami 1 51 BB 68 1 Won at Temple Oct 29
[E T 5 B 67 Virgink
= Virginia 7 4R 47 332426 27 Beat Flerida State at +
i 42 1.3 34 21 Won at Duke Oct 29,
Boue 04 14 185 M Lost Flarida ;
¢
!
by |
i
i
("] [p]e)F] < 4
ACC - Atiantic Coast Conference | I-A
Jun 1 2005.fbd
[ Pages

Conferences Page
Conference Teams Grid - view conference standings
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Conference vs Conference - records of conferences versus other conferences
Bowl Eligible - see which teams are bowl eligible, or could be

Teams Page

Games grid - view an individual team's schedule, game results, and other selected statistics

Strength of Schedule - customize your own strength of schedule

Graphs - view individual team's graphs of poll rankings, records, and strength of schedule
Games Page - focus in on the games you want to view
Polls Page - results and graphs of voter polls, BCS rankings, and your FBR Ranking
Rankings Page

Ranking Methods - create your own rankings

Rankings Grid - analyze your ranking

Rankings Graph - visualize your ranking

2.2 File Directory Structure

After installing and running Football Rankulator, you will have the following directories on you
computer.

=I-{Z) FootballRankulataor
=I{) ColDefs
(= Conf
) Games
() Team
=i Data
{h Backup
(= Download
{h Help
= Images
=) Conf
2 opt
=) Team
2 opt
{h RankConf
(3 Sounds
= ..:I T
D Ot
=) Uningtal

When you install Football Rankulator, you select the location of the FBR directory (default is

"C:\Program Files\FootballRankulator"). Whenever you manually download datafiles, place them in the
"Data" directory.

2.3 Datafiles

e Datafile contents

The year of the football season (e.g, 2006)

Conference data - name, level, divisions, etc.

Team data - name, nickname, division, games, etc.

Game data - opponents, dates, times, TV schedules, scores
Poll, BCS & FBR data - date, teams, points, rank, etc.

Datafiles have the filename extension .fbd (football data). FBR stores these files in a subdirectory
below the application directory named "Data" (see File directory structure). The program will only read
and write datafiles to this directory. FBR will save your data automatically whenever you close the
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application or load a different datafile. If you need to close a file without saving your changes, select
File | Close without saving from the main menu.

During the college football season, an updated datafile for the current season will be available for
download the day after every game day. Also, once the voter polls and BCS rankings are available, the
datafile will again be updated and posted on the web site.

e Errors in data

Please report any data errors you find - especially scores. The rankings and analysis are only as good
as the data, so any corrections from you will be appreciated.

data@FootballRankulator.com

e Backups

You are encouraged to back up your datafiles to a floppy disk, zip drive, etc.; especially if you are
entering your own data.

Football Rankulator does do some automatic backups for you in case you need to revert to an earlier
state of your data.

Under the "Data" subdirectory there is another subdirectory named "Backup." Daily backups are stored
here. Here there are 3 session backups for each datafile. They have the same filename as the datafile,
but have the following extensions: ~fbd1, ~fbd2, & ~fbd3. If you ever need to go back to one of these
files, save the datafile in question, then rename one of the files so it has the extension .fbd, then move
it back up to the \Data directory.

When you load a datafile, a one time backup of that datafile is made for that day - it is also stored in
the \Data\Backup. The filenames will have a format of <filename>.YY-MM-DD.bak. If you need to
restore one of these datafiles, rename it to <filename>.fbd and copy it to the "Data" directory.

2.3.1 Downloading Datafiles

Datafiles may be downloaded from the internet. Football Rankulator will check for an updated file, then
download it to your computer. You have the choice of replacing the current datafile, or merging the
datafile.

To check for an updated datafile, select File | Download... from the main menu, or click the Download
Datafile button on the toolbar. You will be given the option to replace or merge (see Merging Datafiles),
then the status of the download is shown.

Copyright © 2018 Whitaker Software Applications



7 Football Rankulator
Ss Download of 2005.fbd is beginning. ..
(=) Dawnload from web site 2005.fbd has been downloaded.
a Browse for file ke
File updated: Nov 2, 2005 @ 5:04am
Ac tion File notes: Scores thru Hov 1
(#) Replace current datafile e e e e P
iy Wilo et dxtaiie Replacing the datafile...
Operation complete.
| o OK ” x{ancell
If checked, the dialog will
automatically close if there
were no problems
‘AD Exit on success
If you select Browse for file as your source, you will be prompted for a local file to copy/merge instead
of having the application download the file from the web site. You should use caution however, there is
no check to see if the file is more recent and up-to-date. Use this option if you should ever have trouble
downloading a datafile from within the FBR application - download the file manually using your internet
browser, then use the Browse for file option.
2.3.2 Merging Datafiles

Datafiles download from the FBR website only contain game results from Division 1-A and 1-AA
games. The voter polls and BCS rankings are also included. Additional non-Div 1 conferences and
teams are included for your use, but not their games. If you wish to track games other than the Div 1
games, you should always merge downloaded datafiles.

If you merge the datafile, selected conference, team, and game attributes will not be changed, thus
allowing you to personalize your data if you wish (see User Options).
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2.4

General Lenferences Teams Palls to skip
Starty
Rmh':r:,: L] Hame L] Hame AP
| [ Long name [ mickname Coaches
mages BCS
m L Sort name L] Sort name Harris
[ Graphic Filename [ Graphic Filename
O cotors
Games

D =
- (Can ] (one ]

| o K HXCanceI]

Above is the merge section of User Options.

If you leave the Conferences, Teams, and Games attributes unchecked, any modifications you make
to a datafile will not be altered during a merge operation. This allows you to change a nickname, a
graphic image, etc. - and still not have to enter your own scores.

If you leave the Polls to skip items unchecked, then the listed polls will be replaced during the merge.
If you wish to use one of the predefined polls as one of your own personal polls, i.e., entering your own
data, the check that poll and it will not be replaced during the merge.

Note: Because of the dynamics of game times and TV schedules, WSA will not attempt to supply this
information in FBR's datafiles. These game attributes have been provided for personal use. If you
choose to use times and TV schedules, just be sure to use the Merge option when updating your
datafiles from the web site. The merge operation will not alter times and TV schedules that you have
entered.

Reference Date

The Reference Date is the date that Football Rankulator uses to calculate win/loss records, standings,
rankings, and so on. It is useful when you want to see how the standings looked earlier in the season.
For example, if it is late in November and you wish to see what the conference standings were in
September, simply set the Reference Date back to a date in September. Setting the Reference Date to
a future date has no practical use at this time (but it might in the future).

FBR will keep the Reference Date between August 1 and January 31 of the currently loaded football
season.

To bring up the Reference Date dialog, click the reference date button on the toolbar (see Application
Workspace), select menu item View | Reference Date, or press <Ctrl>-R.
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2.5

Arrows change date...
1st game date

back 1 week

back 1 day

forward 1 day

forward 1 week

last game date

Sep 2002
50 Mo Tu We Th Fr 5a
1 2 3 4 5 & 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 [21
22023 24 5 26 27 28

T ok & e b B

When checked,
date changes are
automatically
reflected in the
application

Refresh the

application now
(if Auto update
is not checked)

Note: The Reference Date dialog is a non-modal dialog - you do not have to close it before returning to
the application.

User Options

User options may be set from the main menu, choose Options | Preferences...
e General

Popup hints - balloon popup hints will appear for any application control that has a hint (note: hints will

always appear in the status bar)

Sounds - turn sound effects on or off

Use Window XP Visual Styles - creates a manifest file for the operating system to use; this feature
only works on systems that support manifests.

Suppress Team Colors - turn the use of defined team colors off in team lists, grids, etc.

e Startup

Last used datafile - remember the datafile being used and load it next time

Load last used ranking confutation - remember the ranking configuration being used and load it
next time

Show Reference Date dialog - automatically bring up the Ref Date dialog when the program starts

Show Splash Screen - uncheck to turn off the splash screen on start up

Use Window open and close animation - animate the opening and closing of the application and
some of its dialog windows

e Rankings
Use Weighted Win/Loss Fudge Factor - adds a phantom time game to the calculation which has a
weight of 0.01

Show rankings calculation progress bar - if the rankings calculation is slow for your machine, turn
this option on to see the calculation progress

e Images

Show conference and team images - uncheck to turn off the use of graphic images
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Optimize images - convert the .gif images for conferences, teams, and TV into .bmp files to used by
the program; optimized images should be sharper and more focused

e Merge

Conferences, Teams, Games, Polls to Skip - (see Merging Datafiles).

2.6 Conferences Page

The Conferences Page displays conference standings, conference versus conference comparisons,
and bowl eligible teams.

Change Conference listing by Switch views between
clicking a different level click Conference Teams, Confvs
arrows to scroll for more levels) Conf, and Bowl Eligible here
Conferences !l|15| Games | Polls | Ranldng;[ -
[ra O "Lﬂ Conf Teams = Confvs Conf | Bowl Eligible m j
ACC )
Right-click on a Big East “It- m
Conference to bring Big Ten % “ m mfw
up a popup menu Big 12 o F
5‘;‘“ || Team WL W-L This week
| Independ Bl | _ East {
S ﬁ::::f;x;e Bseorgic 41 71 BeatUaB =
Mid-A 3¢ 52 Won at Alabama T
Mountain Wast E Florida 32 53 open e
Sun Belt nﬁaufh Caralina 23 53 Beat Vanderbilt ’
wac Kentucky 13 44 Beat Mississippi State 3
- Vanderbilt 05 18 Lost at South Carolina =
Waest r
E Mississippi 40 6-1 Beat Arkansas !
s 41 71 Beat Auburn I
H Auburn 4-1 53 Lost at LSU t
Arkanzas 13 43 Lostat Mississippi i
E Mississippi State 13 -6  Lost at Kentucky [
Alabama 14 36 Lostto Tennessee ¥y
Sllr|c Hs|p|e|F] /

2.6.1 Conference Teams

The Conference Teams view displays the conference standings.
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Click this icon to select
and arrange the columns
you wish to see

Conferences .TemsJ.GamesLPolls |JRan!dngsJ

:'I-n.. 144 I 04| F| ConfTeams Confvs Conf EBowl Eligible m

Al

Big East

Big Ten L= dSLEern vonierence

Big 12

Pac-10 | Team €WL W-L Polls FBR This week MoV PF-PA coWL feoWL foWL ncoWl
Independents (IA) East

Conference USA B ceorgic 41 T4 4f5]  i0 peatus 64 2152 3530 2111 3216 21-19
Mid-American ET{mn:::ze 32 52 19180131 28 'Won at Alabama 27 19972 3234 T8 2ET 2316
Mountain West Brioride 32 53 2321 35 open 15.0 264144 3924 1312 2615 27-12
<un Belt Bsouth caroline 23 53 2 Beat Vanderbilt 34 182156 39-24 158 2011 1518
WAC

BB kentucky 13 44 &2 Beat Mississippi State 7.4 231-172 3232 1714 17-14  13-20

n'.'::':'r-': + 05 1E 111 Lost at South Carolina 7.6 190-258  39-24 1499 149 20-12
Waest

Mis:is:ippi 40 &2 20,26 20 Beat Arkansas 149 259180 3233 19-13  26-14  21-19

LsU 41 71 78,071 & Beat Auburn 4.5 ITTe  3F-2T R0-12 3216 1821

B svtorn 41 53 2730 M Lostatlsy 8.5 186118 3520 169 2319 2514

E Arkansas 1.3 43 3334 46 Lost at Mississippi 6.4 1B6-141 27-28 1814 2622 2347

B Missizsippi State 13 2 30 Lost at Kentucky 16 198291 3529 1813 18-13  18-14
Alabama 14 36 B1  Lost to Tennesses 0.3 138-241 4022 14-10 1913 28-10

Bl r[cen| s|p|B|F|

These buttons determine the
sort order of the teams in the
Conference Teams view

e Sorting the team list

Use the buttons below to sort the team list

1. Alphabetically

2.  Win-Loss Record

3. Conference win-loss record (divided by divisions - right click on grid for option to not divide by
divisions)

Hot streak

Strength of schedule

Voter Poll ranking

BCS ranking

FBR ranking

©NOoOOA

e Conference grid columns
The conference grid will always display the following columns...

e Team name
e Conference win-loss record
e Overall win-loss record

All other columns are user configurable...

e Away win-loss record
e BCS win-loss record
e Bowl Eligible Status
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Bowl Team

Conference opponents' win-loss record
Current week game result

Current week TV coverage

FBR Ranking

Future conference opponents' win-loss record
Future opponents' win-loss record

Home win-loss record

Hot Streak win-loss record

I-A weight

Weighted Win Loss Record

Weighted Win Loss Percentage

Margin of victory

Next opponent

Non-conference opponents' win-loss record
Points for - points against

Poll standings

Strength of schedule opponents' win-loss record
Strength of schedule opponents' opponents win-loss record
Conference opponents' win-loss record
Strength of schedule ratio

Team image

To select and sort additional columns, use the following dialog (Conferences | Configure columns...).
See Configuring Columns for more information.

My Default v "t O X Reset
Available Using [blue items must be used)
Away W-L record Team image

BLS W-L record Team name

Bowl Team @ Conference W-L record

Conf opponents” W-L record E W-L record

Current week TY coverage Pell standings

Future conf opponents’ W-L record FBR Ranking

Future opponents’ W-L record E Current week game results
Home W-L record Hext opponent

Hot Streak W-L record El Bowl Eligible Status.

Margin of victory

Hon-conf opponents” W-L record 1

Points for and against

505 oppoenents’ opponents W-L record

505 opponents W-L record

Strength of schedule

[ o OK I[ X Cancel ]

2.6.2 Conference vs Conference

The Conf vs Conf view displays the win-loss records between conferences. Conferences are sorted by
win percentage.
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Click a win-loss cell
to see the game
results below
Conf Teams ||| Confvs Conf | Bowl €
Rank  Total [ ACC| BigEast | Big Ten | Big 12 | Pac-10 | SEC | Independents (1A) = Conference USA | Mid-Am
Big 12 1 3012 T4 02 02 22 31 21 20 21 2
Big East 2 22-11 .67 22 1-3 2-0 1-0 4-1 34 7-
IBig Ten 2 2B-14 7 40 3-1 2-2 34 0-1 4-1 1-0 8-
Pac-10 4 23144622 10 43 1-3 21 11 -1
SEC 5 | 21-@ 22| 01 1-0 1-2 12 g1 55 2
ACC & 14-11 2-2 -4 2-0 -1 2-2 2-0 2-0 2-1
HMountain West 7 16-14 533 1-0 2-1 06 34 0-1 1-
Conference USA 8 | 1617 485 | 02 | 43 0-1 1-2 1 | 55 1-2 o-
m g 13-14 481 | 0-2 14 14 0-2 -1 1-0 2-1 5-1
Mid-American 10 9-27 XS0 1-2 1-7 28 2-2 1-2 0-5 1-0
WAL 11 7423 233 | O0-1 0-1 1-1 Q-5 25 Q-3 Q-1 02
Sun Belt 12 | 129 033 |01 | 01 0-1 14 04 | 0%
BT |
Arkansas won at Texas 38-28 # | Alabama lost to Oklahoma 13-20 e
Kertucky won at Indiana 34-17 Mizsissippl lost to Texas Tech 45-49
LSU won at Arizona 59-13 Florida lost at Miami 33-38
Tennasses beat Marshall 34-24 Auburn lost to Southern Cal 0-23
Alabama beat South Florida 40-17 Missizssippi State lost to Oragon 34-42
Alabama beat Southern Mizsissippi 17-3 Alabama lost to Morthern Illineis 16-19
Arkansas beat Tulsa 45-13 Auburn lost ar 3-17
Arkansas beat Morth Texas 31-7 Kantucky lost to Louisville 24-40
Florida beat 65-3 Mizsizsippi lost at Memphis 34-44
Georgia won at Clemsen 30-0 Mizsizzippi Stete lost at Tulane 28-31
Georgia beat Middle Tennessee 29-10 » | Mississippl State lost af Houston 35-42 w
T ————————————————————
By default, all the conferences listed in the conference list (not shown) are compared. To compare
specific conference, hold down the <Ctrl> key and click the conferences you wish to compare.
2.6.3 Bowl Eligibile

See the bowl eligible teams, and those that could be, in the Bowl Eligible view.
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If "All Teams" is not checked, only the
teams from the selected conference
will be displayed

Conf Teams | Confvs Conf || Bowl Eligible =l Tearn;i
Bowl Eligible Hat Eligible

| Team |taws | w9 | fw-L % | A |Team [1Aws | W-L % |flaws | fW-L %
v Tou & 80 LOO0 84 667 *  Bowling Green 541 Tl 875 | W0 | 11 523
f Oklahema B 80 1.000 | 85 515 T Virginia Tech 5+1 &1 857 10 11-1 .37
W | Miami 7 | 70 1000 75 .583 ? s+1 &2 750 9 | 102 .833
W' |Washington State | 7 | 71 875 | 75 .583 ? | Air Fores s+1 &2 750 9 | 102 .833
v Mebracke 7 | 71 675 745 563 T | Connecticut 541 &3 667 B | 93 .70
v | Louisville 7 -1 8 Sl ?  Morth Ceroling State | S+1 &3 £67 & 53 .70
W | Sourthern Cal 7 | 71 &7S| 75 .583 ? | pittsburgh s 52 .14 10 | 102 .8:
W |Ohis State 7 | 71 E7S| 75 .583 [ [ — s 52 .74 10 | 10-2 .83
v |Florida State 7 71 87 75 583 ? | Morth Texas 5 53 825 9 93 750
v Michigan State 7 1 &7 5 .88 T | Virginia ] 53 628 9 53 .75
W | Miami [OH) 7 71 &75 | 76 .53 ? |Dregen 5 53 625 9 93 750
J Ginr\qi{: T 7-1 BT 76 538 T Texas Tech ] 53 .B625 ] 93 .73
J 7 72 .7M 75 .583 T Haouston 5 3 625 ] 9-3 .750
\/ Minnesata 7 2 7w | M5 .88 7 5 53 628 9 53 .70
v Morthern Tilingiz & L TR = *  Boston College 5 53 &5 9 T
J Oklahoma State & 71 B75 | 75 .583 T South Carolina 5 53 525 ] 93 .73
J Lsu ] 71 .B75 76 .53 T Kanszez State 4 53 667 ] 11-3 .785
\/ Boize State & 1 &S| 75 538 T Hawaii 4 53  .62% 9 10-3 .78
v Utah & 2 750 &5 WS * | Colorada State 4 3 828 & 3 .73
T Misziszippi & 62 750 | 66 .50D T Marshall 4 53 525 B 93 .70
? |Purdue & 62 .750 | 66 .500 * |Oregen State 4 53 625 B 9.3 .750
T |Towa & | &2 750 | &6 .500 T | Toleds i 53 63 8 | %3 7%
T O UELA & &2 750 | &6 50D * | Flerida 4 53 625 8 8.3 7%
T Tawar ] 62 750 | &6 500 | T Mamnhic 4 53 6325 B 93 .750
< >

In general, a team is bowl eligible if it has at least six wins over Division I-A opponents and has a
winning record, i.e., percentage better than .500. In 12 game seasons, teams that finish 6-6 with the
6 wins over Division I-A opponents are considered bowl eligible.

There are times that a team may count a win against a non-Division I-A opponent towards bowl
eligibility. The "IA Ws" column will show 5-1 if a team must us a non-Division 1-A opponent to
achieve 6 wins. FBR does not keep track of when a team uses a non-Division I-A win toward bowl

eligibility.

The "Bowl Eligible" grid displays teams that met the requirements. If there is a "?" by a team, that
means the team could lose its eligibility - the last column shows the team's W-L record should the
team lose its remaining games.

The "Not Eligible" grid displays teams that have not met the requirements. If there is a "?" by a team,
that means then team could possible become bowl eligible. The last two columns shows the team's
Division 1A wins and W-L records should the team win out.
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2.6.4 Editing Conferences

To edit a Conference, you must be on the Conferences Page. Double-click a conference name, use

the conference list's popup menu, or select Conferences | Edit from the main menu. The Edit
Conference dialog is shown below.

Basic Info | Graphic
Hame
Big 12

Long Hame
Big 12 Conference

Sart Hame

Big Twelve

Humber of Divdsions
1 Herth
Sauth

Hote

Name
Level

Long Name

Sort Name

Number of Divisions
Independent

BCS Conference

Note

The Graphic tab

Level
I-A L*]
Short Hame
[l independent
[¥]BCS Conference
| 0K || X cancel |

The name that appears in the Conference List

Drop down list of division levels, i.e., 1-A, 1-AA, 11, IlI,
etc.

The name displayed above the standings grid, etc.
This is the text used to sort the names in the
conference list; if Sort Name is left blank, then Name is
used

If the conference has divisions, enter the number here
and define the division names

If checked, the conference is not really a conference,
but the list of independent teams for the given Level

If checked, the conference is associated with the Bowl
Championship Series. Independent teams that are
associated with the BCS are set in the edit team dialog
(see Editing teams)

Any comment you wish to add for this conference
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2.7 Teams Page

The Teams Page displays a team's schedule, game results, poll standings, etc. There is also a
strength of schedule section which allows you to view the progress of a team's opponents and their
opponents. And there is a Graphs section as well.

Switch views between Schedule,
Strength of Schedule, Graphs, and

History here
Conferences | Teams | Games Polls | Rankings -~
The conference you M | waa | 0 < So5 ¥| Graphs | Hitory [N fE (G Home i@ Visitor j
select determines = = =
the teams listed in Ace :"5' ¥ Arizona State Sun Devils

the lower list Big East
Big Ten ®
Date Opponent Arizona State Opp W-L cWL Polls oPg

You can mave sEC avg 31 (7h) B Nosthem Arizona . 35 4 10 24,26
this divider line Indepandents (TA) Sep 9 B nevada 52 21 20 25,26 f
up and down\%gr:ul usA septt BB atcolerads 2 130 zn b
s meinee ¥ | sep 23 at California . H] 4 31 61 20,8 2,20 1
Southern Cal Sep 30 Equon . 13 B 32 07 B/H 4113 6T
California Oct 7 open 40 {
Oragon | & EditTeam 4 Batsouthern ca . 21 #3303 32 43
Right-click on a wm mgﬂ & iu:m 1 f::::::mm . 2: :3 :: 2 :F
i = be Team . - 2:3
UCLA i Fd washington State 47 14 64 e 1 \

Arizong Set team display... L] Uf.‘LA . 1 [ ]

Washingtoflm 5 P 2t Arizona . r

Stanford Dec 24 [Bllvs Hawaii " 26,27 ¢

13 games 284 247 64 34 33 4

¥

B RSe eI L -

These buttons
determine the
team sort order

e Sorting the team list

Use the buttons below to sort the team list
Alphabetically

win - loss Record

Conference win-loss record

Hot streak

Strength of schedule

voter Poll ranking

BCS ranking

FBR ranking

2.7.1 Schedule

The Schedule Grid displays a team's football schedule and game results.

ONoUAWNE
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Double-click an
opponent to edit

Date  Opponent Polls of (game) of (now) Type
the game Aug 31 Washington £3| 2% 10 1310 1,9 9,26 00.00%
) X Sep 7 Western Michigan 35 12 20 7 1-0 B6.67%
. Right-click to Sebnl4  at Botre '_:--.;9 1 & 20,21 6031 -0 £6.67%
bring up a popup Sep 21 ™ tah - 10 T3 4 54 02 55.56%
menu Sep 28 5 8 41 14 74 o5 5733
Oct 5 Changs Tms... a7 1300 56.34%
This "shaded” Oct 12 Penn | Cear Scores 7 4 51 13,100 1517 18,17 149 1747 57.25%
row is the Oct 19 at Pul  add Game... a3 1 &1 18 16-13 527 GRLBIX
current week 2 Towa| . 13,14,[13]
MovZ  Michl  1de open dates
Novw 9 at Mi Delets Game: 25,24
Hov 16 Wiscomnmmm—— 41
Nov 23 i 48]

13 ge 194

Note: you may also <Ctrl>-<Click> an opponent to go to that opponent's schedule grid.
e Schedule grid columns
The following columns will always be visible in the Games grid...

e Date
e Opponent

All other columns are user configurable. Option columns are...

Conference Win-Loss record

FBR Ranking (created in Rankings Page, populated on Polls Page)
Game notes

Opponent graphic

Opponent is a bowl team

Opponent's bowl eligible status

Opponent's conference

Opponent's FBR Ranking at game date
Opponent's FBR Ranking now

Opponent's I-A weight

Opponent's level

Opponent's poll rankings at game date
Opponent's poll rankings now

Opponent's score

Opponent's Win-Loss Record at game date
Opponent's Win-Loss Record now

Teams poll rankings on the game date
Opponents' win-loss record (SoS)
Opponents' Opponents’ win-loss record (SoS)
Strength of Schedule
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2.7.2

Team's score
Time

Title and/or Type
TV coverage
Win-Loss record

To select and sort additional columns, use the following dialog (Right-click on the grid and select
"Configure columns..."). See Configuring Columns for more information.

Visible Grid Columns
My Default wi " K

Available

Conference W-L record

Game notes

Opponent is Bowl Team

Opponent’s conference

Opponent’s FBR Ranking (game date)
Opponent’s FER Ranking (now)
Opponent’s level

Opponent’s polls (game date)
Opponent’s polls [now)

Opponent’s W-L record (game date)
Opponent’s W-L record [now)

505 opponents’ opponents W-L record
505 opponents W-L record

Strength of schedule

Title andfor Type

Strength of Schedule

The Strength of Schedule (SoS) view is also on the Teams Page.

3]

i

Using (blue items must be used)

Date

Time

TV coverage
Opponent graphic
Opponent

Team's score
Opponent’s score
W-L record

Polls [AP,Coaches,Harris,[BCS]] (game d:
FER Ranking

<0 BEE

7ok ] [ concet |

Copyright © 2018 Whitaker Software Applications



Football Rankulator

Set SoS Change view between
options opponents and
opponents’ opponents

Notre Dame Fighting Irish

Notre Damse, IN

Date Opponents and their games Strength of Schedule
Aug 31+ Maryland Terps 4-0 Control the
Sep 7 Beat Alron 44-14 1-0 amount of info
Sep 21 Beat Eastern Michigan 45-3 2-0 you see
Det 5 Won at West Virgina 48-17 3-0 Display
Oet17  Beat Georgia Tach 2410 40 " Brief
¥ Shaw future
Oct 26 at Duks= «  Future game " Show excluded
Naw 2 at Morth Carolina »  Future game  Verbase
Hav 16 at Clemson - Future game ;
MNaov 23 ak Virginia - Future game GDPWncnts 3
Hov 30 Wake Farest - Future game Haul'm!s , :.
Dec 31 v Tennessee - Future game ot processe
Sep7 b P Boilermak 23 63 bl 134
P ¢ Purdue Baoilermakers B Perc (%) P
Sep 14 » 50 11-3 Opps' Opps i3
Sep 21 ¢ Michigan State Spartans 13 146 Games 58
Oct5 » Stanford Cardinal -1 168 Not processed i
Oct 12 » Pittsburgh Panthers 41 209 WL 35-23
Pare % J603
Qct 19 » Air Force Falcons 50 259 &)
Strength of 5ch  69.13%
Oct 26 » Florida State Seminoles 25-9 - Future oppenent
Nov? » Boston College Eagles 25-9 - Future cpponent
Hov ¥ b Mavy Midshipmen 25-% - Future opponent
Hov 23 ¢ Rutgers Scarlet Knights 25-9 - Future opponent
Maov 30 b Southern Cal Trojans 359 - Future opponsnt
Jan 1 » Morth Carcling State Wolfpack 25-% - Future opponent

A team's SoS is determined by looking at the combined records of a team's opponents, and the
combined records of the opponents' opponents. You may adjust user parameters to calculate your
own SoS.

The terminology can be somewhat daunting, so let's define a few terms.
SoS - Strength of Schedule

TT - Target Team, the team whose SoS we are calculating

OT - an opponent of the TT

OG - any game the OT plays

OOT - an opponent of the OT (i.e., TT's opponent's opponent)

OOG - any game the OOT plays

No game involving the target team is used - ever. Any SoS calculation needs to be entirely separate
from the TT. When you list every OG and every OOG, games involving the TT will appear for several
reasons...

1. Every OT plays the TT (obviously) - this game is not processed.
2. The TTis its own OOT (once for each opponent) - TT's games are not processed as OOGs.
3. If ateam has OTs that play each other, then those OT teams will also appear as OOTSs. If you
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choose to allow an OT to appear in the OOG list, then the game against the TT will show up
again. Again, this game is not processed.

* When opponents play each other

Interesting things happen when OTs play each other. In the OG list, a game between OTs appears
twice, once from each OT's perspective. This means the two games cancel each other out (i.e., the
W-L record is always 1-1, .500). If a TT has several OTs that play one another (which is common with
most teams), then the TT's SoS will be skewed toward .500. If the goal is to fine the team with the best
Strength of Schedule, then pulling the numbers down toward .500 is not a good thing.

Another side effect from OTs playing one another is that the OTs also appear as OOTs. You must ask
yourself whether you want to process the OGs again as OOGs.

At this point, | suggest you view your favorite team's SoS in Football Rankulator. Set the Display type

to Verbose, set the Reference Date to a mid-season date, then bring up the SoS Options dialog.
Experiment with the settings and watch what happens.

e Processing Games
Wins against non Division 1-A teams are never processed. (Note: the datasets provided with Football

Rankulator do contain games results of Division 1-A and Division 1-AA games. This means that
games against non Division 1 teams are not propagated in the SoS).

2.7.2.1 SoS Options

Strength of Schedule user options

SoS options are set via the Strength of Schedule Options dialog.

- — -
Strength of Schdule Options . E
Opponents Opponents’ Opponents
Include future opponents Allow direct opponents
Opponents” Games Allgw teams to appear

maore than once
Process games between

COMMOn opponents
Opponents’ Opponents’ Games
Process games that were

strength of Schedule weights i
used in apponents’ games

Opp's W-L 5 | i

Opps’ Opps W-L % 1 Use Weighted WL Close

¢ Include future opponents

By using this option, games of opponents not-yet-played are processed without waiting until the team
actually plays that opponent (note: this trickles down through the opponents’ opponents too).

By default, opponent's games are not processed until a team plays the opponent. You may want to go
ahead and start processing those games now. Some folks reason that the games are going to be
processed eventually, why not go ahead and use them now? By processing these games now, you
soften the impact of weak opponents when they enter the calculation, and/or take advantage of strong
opponents now. Others feel that the games should not be used until that "game played link" has been
make.
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e Process games between common opponents

Using games between common opponents skews the opponents' W-L record toward.500 (see FBR's
Strength of Schedule). Select this option to include these games in the opponents' W-L calculation.

¢ Allow direct opponents

This options allows a team's direct opponent (OT) to also appear as an opponent's opponents (OOT).
This situation happens when direct opponents play one another.

¢ Allow teams to appear more than once

When you start listing the opponents' opponents, you will find that some teams will appear multiple
times. If you want to process these teams' games each time, then check this option.

¢ Process games that were used in the opponents' games

Depending on the options you have set, games from the opponents' game can reappear in the
opponents' opponents' games. Check this option to use them again.

e Strength of Schedule weights
Give a weight to the win percentage of opponent games and to opponents' opponent games.

If Use Weighted WL is checked, then SoS's calculated wins and losses will be based upon the user
assigned team weights.

2.7.3 Graphs

Also on the Team page is a Graphs section. Select graph type and options on the panel to the right of
the graph.
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Change
Salt L Sy, UT L graph type
& S & e Pots
B | e 1830 - Recards S0
A L -
B ] 1= ) 4P
- B - 4 # Coaches
SaE T = e f 4 ¥ BCS
s - = < FER.
s | 30—
aa 0 - [¥] Show rank labels
[ sl 1200 -
- = =
a&-r B 1o
L [ woe =
wl sl io6a-
- - B0 =
L B o
- : B -
[ aad g:n-;
= - ™ =
EE S 5 T
C - = - i e
e et o
B [ =T =L
Sap Oat e Dec Jan 2008
o g Maximize

Team and opponent records.
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2.7.4

L\ Ohio State Buckeyes

| A 43 Batombus o
=) - e P ~
iy St of Schadds Dppanaal
1808~ Becordh | S5
C S5 4
ﬂ”—T e cppanant
C " atats
ns00--
0708
[ -
0508
i S T -~ ST ——— B
0400
0300}
g 2
02081 mn )
C . ]
; g E ;] :
- ] = o & J
= £ = ¥ i
mws-R 5 5 £ i a @ & E
- ] .5} [= = o " 2} 15 £ o]
=5 ; =] g =] = E g ] = &
- [ £ 3 1
08081 #----;-- I f' Ml | Jf JT | | T 1 |, | P L L L L |
o H 3
2004 Masiaize

Strength of Schedule numbers.
History

The History view gathers teams records through the years against selected categories.

Football Rankulator will search the \Data directory for datafiles that are named <year>.fbd (e.g., 1995.
fbd); the datafiles will be listed on the panel to the right under the Years view. Determine the number of
years you wish to review, the select the categories from the Display view.

The results will be shown in an expandable/collapsible tree. Your selected categories will be on the
left. The columns will show the overall win-lose record, hot streak record (best record found going
backwards), home record, away record, and neutral site record. For individual games you will see the
opponent's rank, their win-lose record at game time, and their record for the season.
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Click arrows to Select the years to analyze by
expand/collapse entering a number or checking
content the desired years

~—~— Flecrida Gators

WL HSW-L HWL AW-L NWL ORnk OW-Ljgame] O W-L(season) Title Last 5 Years
» 4519 50 266 129 74 Years Display
» 2912 81 144 107 51 T —
» Division 114 50 91 82 41 —r Yaars
» Top 25 1515 81 35 56 T4 7 2005 5
» Winning Teams (Season) 22-18 50 96 &8 74 W 2004
v Bowl AN 667 LAY W 2001

Jan 2003 Lost to Michigan 30-33 1 93 10-3 Outback Bowl 2002

Jan 2004 Lost to lowa 17-37 2 93 10-3 Outback Bowl 2001 Enter a

Dec 2004 Lost to Miami 1027 i 83 93 Peach Bowl :2‘;: number or
Jan 2006 Beat lawa 3124 e 74 75 Outback Bawl e click a year

Jan 2007 Beat Ohio State 41-14 Hational Championship

.H' B Games,
Each Team

Select the Display ¥ Conference

view, then choose the : ?:“;:
categories you wish Tnz 0
fo see Top 5
Humber 1
Winning Teams (Game)
¥ Winning Teams (Season)
Div i
Div 1A
v Las
Homn= D |
Conf Champ
W
Pilay i

Post-Season

2.7.5 Editing Teams

You may edit a team from several places. On the Teams Page, double-click a team name, right click
on the team list and choose Edit Team, or use the main menu's Team | Edit option. From the
Conferences Page, you may double-click a team's name in the conference standings display. The edit
team dialog is shown below.
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Georgia Bulldogs

Micknarne
Bulldogs

Sort Mame

Hpte

Name
Nickname
Sort Name

Conference

Division

City
BCS Team

Note

The Schedule tab displays the same schedule you see on the Team Page's Schedule view, and it has
the same functionality.

The graphic tab allows you two define the team image and team colors used in the application.

Basic Info | Schedule | Graphic

Conference

I-A : SEC w
Drwvision
East b

City
Athens, GA

o OK

The name of the team

Team's nickname

This is the text used to sort the names in the team list; is Sort
Name is left blank, then Name is used. Is some lists you may
display team names along with the nickname, or just the
nickname, etc. In these cases, Sort Name is not used.

The team's conference. If the conference is unknown, us the
conference named "_place holder_".

If the conference has divisions, select the one for this team. If
the conference does not have division, this control will not be
in the dialog.

City location of the team

Enabled for Div 1A Independent teams only. Check the check
box if the team is associated with the Bowl Championship
Series

Any comment you wish to add for this team
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Georgia Bulldogs

Basic Info Gamus. Graphic

Graphic filename

C C\_Bob\bin\FER\mage s\ Team\Georgia.gif
Clicking a team

color brings up Colors

acoordiaig L. (NN (NN

ar

click a color on J_,.--""‘

the image to set
the first color

<Ctrl=-click a
color on the
image to set the
second color

2.7.6 Adding Games

Click icon to select a
graphic .gif file for the
team

¥ W

W OK

Add games to a team's schedule from one the following locations...

Sos Graphs [m

{2} Home _ I Visitar

rgene, O,

Date  Time TV Opponent  Oregon  Ofp

F=n

Swap Home & Visiting teams

Add games here Clear Time

or

Right-click on a

team's schedule Remaove from Game

\B add Away game. ..

% Add Home game...
Add game of tvpe 4

Configure columns. ..
Hide open dates

Hide day of week in date column

Once you add a game, the Add Game dialog will appear.

Oregen Ducks
Basic Info| Schedule | Graphic
Date Time TV Opponent
0 games
Use one of these buttons in

the Edit Team dialog
(Schedule tab)

fat Add Home Game A2 pdd way Game |

7 oK

The team you are working with (Oregon in
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2.76.1

this example) will already be added as an opponent and its button is disabled. To complete the game,
set the correct date and select an opponent. All game attributes are defined in Editing Games.

Other 1 MNovember 2006 »
scheduled | Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
game dates are "—_"'_“‘—'—-—1-—.?.._;_14]
emphasized 5 6 7 8 9 10([11]
12 13 14 15 16 17 [18]
19 20 21 22 23 24 |
26 27 28 29 30

Click button to

add opponent Aug Sep Dot Mov Dec  Jan
\ PRGNS [ Neutral Site
—
Type State Close dialog
Regular - loK + H :::nht:::s
Hgte selec ted

Editing Games

Oregon at <ne oppenent>

Timg

MHone @
v

Hone b4

Mo games scheduled

| W O || x&ncell

You may edit a game anywhere a game appears. Simply double-click a game's opponent to bring up
the Edit Game Dialog. There are Edit menu items in popup menus for editing games on a team's

schedule and the game list in on the Games Page.
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at Wiseonszin

Title
Date Timg

-5
4 September 2005 » e .
Su Ms Tu We Th Fr Sa

Iv

12 13

4 5 6 7 8 9 pop [N ke

11 12 13 14 15 18 117]
18 19 20 21 22 23 | e Wisconsin
/™ 26 27 B 9 20 clilgen ot Wiscsns

Mug Sep Dot Mew Dec  Jan

i"a Visitor || Michigan Wolverines

Either opponent

Other schedules games
(if any) during the
calendar's game week

may be [ Heutral Site
changed i {3} Home | Wiseansin Badgers
Type State Close dislog Handy option
Regular v ok ::;"b?::‘ when adding
Mgte selec ted games
| o O || xCancell
Title Optional for regular games, required for post season games
Date Game date
Time Game time: optional
TV TV coverage: optional
Visitor Team assigned as the visiting team
Home The home team
Neutral Site Check for games played at a neutral site
Type Game Type: preseason, regular, conference championship, bowl or
playoff
State OK, canceled, postponed
Note Area for user comments: optional

Select the opponent by clicking the Visitor or Home button. This will bring up the Select Opponent

dialog (see Selecting Opponents).

2.7.6.2 Selecting Opponents

Game opponents are added or changed from the Add Game or Edit Game dialogs (see Editing

Games).
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Type or click
letters to filter
the team list
Select Opponent for Greg on
L Reelss | @|Arizona Conference
alelclofe] rfa] St teams may
Tanfo .
ﬂjﬂ i]ﬂ Washi be listed first
) Washingten State
Team selection ﬂﬂﬂ R l]ﬂ Abilena Christian (TX)
views (Levels & Adams St. (€0)
Availability) A A A N
i Ak Foros
Division types A — Akron
|.j|| E conference Alabama ALM
FIAA ol Alabama State
=n Sart Albany (NY)
= . Albany St. (GA)
=z Dl Albion (MI)
E () Leval Albright (PA) =
(oo ) (X o)
Awailability Options:
Will not show teams ——— [&] Show only available teams
already scheduled
during the game Qi e
weelk of this game
There are several ways to quickly find the team you wish. If you type (or click a letter button) of a
team's name or initials, then the team list will only show teams that match that search criteria.
Limit the teams to specific division types by Division types checklist. An opponent's conference teams
may be listed first if desired. The team list may be sorted by Name only, or Level.
If Show only available teams is checked, then teams that are already scheduled during the game week
being edit will not appear in the team list. And, if the other game opponent is already selected, you will
not see that team's opponents - you must check Allow of second game to
for those teams to be available.
2.7.7 Entering Scores

You may enter scores in one of two places: on the team's schedule display on the Teams Page, or on
the Games Page. When a team's score shows a small "dot" or a question mark, you may enter a
score. Dots appear on game day and question marks appear for dates in the past.
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o —
Date Time TV Opponent Florida State Opp W-L  Polls
Sep 5 (Mo}  B:000 [ Miami : 10 710 141
Sep 10 gip [ The Ciradel ' 62 0 20 n
Sep 17 rep [t soston Collage . 28 17 30 8
op 74 apen &7
Oct 1 3:30p Syracuse 38 14 40 67
Oct § 1000 % Wake Forast - 41 24 50 43
Oer 15 T:45p =it Virginia . 21 B 5 4.5
Oct 22 330p Iat Duke : 2 1 11,1058
Oct 29 3:30p Maryland . "

(100 Game Anshysis [0 [ add Game Florida State
¥ | Date Time Polls Teams Scores W-L
—— - buke
Sa | |Thu 3 »|Virginia Tech | 28 70

1 Oct 20 T:30p 38,3537 fi Mﬂwland =1 4-3
8

= 23.24.26 Virginia 5 43
37 | |Dct22 12:000 £ b 7 33

L Temple T
Oct 22 12:40p 39 ™ Clemson a7
Jan 11,10 Florida State 'l% 5-1
v | |Octzz 3300 Duke 2™ 1
w Morth Caroling State 2 2-3
Oct22  3:30p Wake Forest ? 15

When you click on a "dot" or question mark, a small "Enter Scores" dialog appears for you to enter the
scores. If you ever need to modify a score, double-click a score to bring up the dialog again.

2.7.8 Team Weights

Three Ranking Methods utilize a user defined team weight. To get the most out these methods, assign
teams a team weight which will effect that weight win-lose records. A team's win-lose record is
calculated as follows:

e When a team wins - the opponent's weight is added to the teams win count
e When a team loses - (101 - the opponent's weight) is added to the teams losses count

Note: Currently, only Division 1-A teams may be assigned a weight. Future versions of Football
Rankulator will add the ability to assign a weight to other divisions.

To open the Edit Conference & Team Weights dialog, go to the Main Menu and select "Options | Edit
Team Weights...". The following dialog will appear.
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Conference
weights

Average weight
for the teams in
the conference

Teams that use
the
Conference's
defined weight

You may define a conference weight that each team will use - or you may override the conference
weight and define a specific team weight. Most likely you will use a combination of both.

To override a team's conference weight, check the check box to the left of the team name, then enter

31 Football Rankulator
Right-click for
more options
dit Conference & Team Weights
EE O
I-A Conferences and Teams
™ Pacific-10 Conference
[¥] Southern Cal
[ Arizena
O Arizena 51"11&'
O california e T !
O Oregon Uncheck: al Pac-10 teams
O Oragon State Soct ALL
O stenford hadk ALL
O veLa Unchagk a1
D Wazhington
[0 wazhingten State
™ I-A Independents
L Navy
O nietre bame
™ Big 12 Conference
Okighoma
¥ Texas
O Culerﬂ\
[ Towa State
g iﬂn‘:’r Teams with weights
T that override the
[0 Mebraska }
= conference weight
O Texas A&
D Taxaz Tech
Kansas State
Baylor
™ Atlantic Coast Conference
|:| Clamson
O buke
[ Elasida G#ats
a new weight in the right most column.
2.8 Games Page

The Games Page displays a list of games. It is designed to let you quickly select the games you want

to see.
Select games by

e Level or Conference
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e Date(s)
o Game type (i.e., preseason, regular, championship, bowl)
e TV coverage (available when TV is one of the game grid's columns)

The following image shows all Division 1-A games for the dates of Oct 15 - Oct 21, sorted by rank.

Date Game TV Configure A game added here will default to the date on
range types  schedule columns the Game Page calendar and game type
showing (Regular if "All Game Types”)
Conferences | Teams| Games |Polld | Rankings
[a™ | Laa [ LI [[] Do Game Analysis M & Add Game
All Octobpr 2005 * Date  Time Polls Teams Scores W-L
ACC Eu Mo Tu We Th Fr| Sa Mississippi .4
ElgjEst 1 loct2y 1230 19 [IOR Auburn 5.2
Big Ten 2 3 4 F 6 7 - . . . :
Big 12 o 10 1 f2 13 1415 Utah State 4 | Right-click to bring up a
Pac-10 e 17 18 o 20 212 (Cet29 M S Alabama 0 | popup menu,
IiE: dents (IA) ST T B 4 Georgia 70 | (doubleclick team
ndepende :
1 H = Elor -
e UEA B0 3 Oct29  3:30p 16.18,17 S8 Florida sz | name to edit the game)
Mid=-American jug  Sep Octf Mov Dec| Jan
; i
Mountain West ame Week v |Oet29  T:D0p
Sun Balt X
WAC All Game Types -
r Oct 29 TSp 23,05
ort Oct29 @D0p 7,6 [SU
() Atphabetical ’ - bt L5 Edit scores...
() Ranking (Palls) Change date...
() Bast matchup (Polls) Changs time. ..
() Best matchup (W-1) Swap Home & Visiting teams
(&) Date Clear soores
Ranking Win-Loss Clear time
(%) Pollz {¥) Win-Loss = Delate game
O BCS ) Away [Home -
‘:‘_ — CIFER ©) Hot Streak P k...
[0 configure columrs. ..
Print
PN praview, .

v Move games needings scores to the top
Hide games with scores

Leave a5 sorted (take no sction)

Note: a game week in FBR is defined to be Tuesday through Monday.

Sorting

o Alphabetically - by the name of the visiting team

¢ Ranking - games having the higher ranked team are listed first

e Best match up (rank) - games having the higher combined rankings are listed first

e Best match up (win %) - games having the with best combined win-loss percentage are listed first
e Date - by game date, then alphabetically

2.8.1 Game Analysis

The Games Page has a feature for doing game analysis. To use this feature, you must first create and
save a ranking criteria configuration that you would like to use to compare teams in an upcoming game
(see Ranking Methods and Ranking Criteria Configurations). For this ranking, choose ranking methods
suitable for game comparisons.
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Click the "Do Game Analysis" check box and a new panel will appear to the right of the games listing.
Choose your configuration from the drop-down list box and your are ready to go. Click any game in the
game grid and the results of the ranking will be displayed (Note: then ranking methods will only be
computed if the game has not been played and both teams are Division 1-A teams).

Turn on game analysis Choose a user-defined Ranking
Criteria Configuration for your
analysis
Conferences | Teams Games Rankings.
I -4 I-AA I 4 * [ Do Game Analysis [ & Add Game Ranking Configuration
For Game Analysi v
Al Date  Polls  Teams Scores W-L |[For Same Anabeis (¥
. s
A_l'.‘{.' es) Mississippi 34 Ranking Methods Mississippi Auburn
:g TE““' Oct29 19 [ Auburn 52 Ranking Methods won 3 18 1
Big 12 Utah State 2.4 || WY | S of Weights 3 701 4
Pac-10 0ct29 5 KB Alabama Gji| 190 |Fewest Losses 2 1 9
|SEC | . %0 |Most Wins 3 5 4
S
Independents (IA) < Georgia o &) | AP Rank - 1% 4
Confarance USA Oct 29 16,1817 & Florida 52 || 50 coaches Rank - 19 4
Mid=-American & M,[;gi;sfpp[ State 25 75 | Win-Loss Percentage 34 52 A
Mountain Waest Oct 29 Kentucky 1-5 50 | Win Percentage Against BCS Teams 1-3 32 4
SLIEA 1 : 50 | Fewest Games Againct Mon-BCS Teams 3 2 1
WAC il South Caroling 43 o
50 | FER's Strength of Schecue 43515 | 4B.34%4
Oct29 23,25 Tennessee 13
50 | Mast Wins in Hat Streak 2 5 4
North Texas Z4 || 25 | margin of Victory 4.4 127 4

oct29 78 [SH) o 51 || 25  winning Streak v

1
10 | Fewest Losses Against BCS Teams 3 FEE |
10 | Most Wins Against 505 Teams 1 E
10 | Margin of Victory Against BCS Teams 5.5 G4 1
The criteria panel may be 5 | Most Games Against BCS Teams 5 4
hidden if space is a 5

problem - check "Hide e 5
. . " hos! ns s ining Teams b
criteria panel” from the Y

Games menu margin of Victory Against Winming EX 130,
= Teams (game gate)
J Most Games Against Winning Teams h 4 3

igame date)
1 | Most Games Against Ranked Teams b 2 i =

Win Percentage Against Winming G4 21
Teams (game date)

w

w

uw

Polls Page

The Polls Pages displays the results of the AP, Coaches, and Harris polls, and the BCS & FBR
rankings.
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Select the poll Then see the pall Change graph  Number of Use the mouse to
type and date. .. numbers here type teams to show  zoom in on a region of
interest

Confegences | Teams Ga.mesl Polls | Rankings

AP Coaches [ Add pall Gragh the... Teams to graph

A || L Rank |Team Paints | W-L | Chg |A Sinomts ) sk S Uwon

FER 1 Southarn Cal L6IT &0 -1 AP

Aug 20 7 Taxas 1566 &0 i el N-Ee-

Sﬂp & 3 Virginiq Tech 1,495 &0 2

Sep 11 4 Georgia 1.4 &0 37 "&"

Sep 18 5 Alabama 1,306 &0 62 - %

Sep 25 & Miami 1,279 541 74 =

Qct 2 7 Lsu LI0 41 144 =
B UCLA 1085 &0 1% ot =
9  Matre Dams 1,020 42 -3B
10 Texas Tech 1,007 &0 213 %
11  Flerida State 1,003 541 390 11 a
12 Penn State 854 &1 -4 F&
13 Beston College M &1 153 ; “EE'#
14 Ohio Stote 798 42 157 = LN
15 Oregon 665 &1 209
16 Auburn 644 51 20 %
17 Tennasss s 32 8 =) e
18 Florida 575 52 340 flex]
19 Wiscensin 549 &1 308 ..‘..3...
0 &1 i = -5—
21 Tou 49 61 158
12 Michigen State 2 42 3% . -w%n
23 '."irg.'nia 181 43 155 ﬁ
4 Fresno State 100 é1 58 i
15 California B9 52 448 , . . . . g . . =,
% Mebraska 84 51 6 LB e E w1 Bk e [--H oz =2

The graph display the polls over time. You may view the poll points or the rank. Use your mouse to
zoom in on an area of the graph. To select an area to zoom, click and hold the mouse button down,
then drag the mouse over the graph and release (an Unzoom button will appear next to the
Maximize button).

If you are using the Track Team feature (see Tracking Teams), the team you are tracking will be
emphasized in the graph (if ranked).

Also see Customizing Graphs.

2.9.1 Add/Edit Polls

To add a poll, first select the appropriate poll and click the add poll button. To edit a poll, double-click
the poll's date in the list. To delete a poll, right-click on the poll you wish to delete and select Delete for
the popup menu.
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Click to add a
new poll

A i Coaches [#] Add poll

BLS FER

_ Rank | Team
Double-Click tu_..m 1 Okigher.
edit a poll Sep 28 2 | Miam
Sep 21 3 Ok
Sep 14
Cam 7

When you edit or add a poll, the Edit Poll dialog appears.

et Poll =
Meallable teams AP Poll teams
Team LWL | st | A ol dates Bcr 22 Team | Poinks, Rank |

- 5 1615
Mebrasha 52 L 1 Cctober 2005 b an &al L

Lewizville 52 Fi S Mo Tu We Th Fr 1548
Minrasoto 32 b} : Virginia Tech 5
5.3 29 Baergia T
Add teams to poll 52 1 ©oa sl b e—
- - g i 11 12 1¥ 14 15
by double—chcklng Arizona State 4 3 SR el | siomi
a team or pressing :"’”"'"“‘"‘ :2 ;: oMW WM ULS:A
return on a = i Dl ™ Add the points
selected team \\. Ee———— R Mg Sep Dot Mev Decobn P
i &1 34 Florida State
\::&K 2 W Seloct st wooks 25 i Bhata The_n have FBR
Maryland rFEE Boston College . assign the rank
Bayler 43 Ohis State

Towa State -3 Move selected ﬁﬁi Oregor

Wyoming L Auburn
£ Assign rank from points e - .

Seutharn Mitsizeippi 2 [: Witeentin Right-click on a

o ~ ranked team to

s.-. Teu remove it from
— = Michigen Stats the list
Liah Lo, Yirginia

Senith Flerida 33 Frazne State
Plarth Camoline State 2-3 Califarnla
Oldakoma 43

Beiss State 82

Arizoma -4

Bowling Graen 43 o) o Toor

You must select teams for the poll, enter points for the teams, then assign the rank based on team
points. There are several ways to select teams. From the available teams' list, you can click,
double-click, press the space bar or press enter. To remove a poll team, right-click the team and
select remove from list for the popup menu.

Enter the points for each team's ranking, then press the "Assign rank from points" button to assign the
rank.

Press the "Done" button when finished.

2.9.2 FBR Rankings

When you click the FBR tab on the Polls Page, there will be a Build FBR button above the poll results
grid. Click the button to build the FBR Ranking. The ranking may be constructed using the Rankings
Methods currently selected on the Rankings Page or one of your currently saved ranking
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2.10

configurations. Set up the type of FBR rankings you wish to build by clicking the icon next to the Build

FBR button.

AP Coaches
Harris = BLCS
FER

Click icon to
bring up dialog

B Build raph |
- | : - : {®) Poin
Rank |Team | Points | W-L | Chg |
"
FBR Rankings Buikd Defaults X

FBR Rankings are built on Sunday dates beginning with the
Sunday after the first game and ending with the Sunday
before the Refrence Date

Ranking Criteria Configuration
(%) Always build with... Skip the first | 2 | weeks
Default w

] Abways build a ranking f
) Use current Ranking Mathods on the Reference Dats

[ Edt ][ < clear |[ %7 Buid |

Check to create
a FBR. ranking
for the current

/ Ref Date

FBR builds a ranking on Sunday dates in which there were games in that date's game week.

If you have selected the FBR Rank to be one of the columns in the Games grid, know that those rank
numbers come from this generated FBR Ranking. They are not calculated on-the-fly. So if you put
together a FBR Ranking that you like, remember to return to the Polls Page and repopulate the FBR
Ranking anytime games have been edited.

Rankings Page

The Rankings Page is where you create and analyze you own football ranking(s). Configure your
ranking in the Ranking Methods section, view the results in the Rankings Grid and Graph sections.
Change sections by clinking its name on the Rankings Page toolbar.
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Select section view
Confarances Teams| Games Polls | Rankings
Rankings Grid Graph For Game Analysis = A o4 SoS A = E
e Lt e IRl S T A Margin of Victory Football Rankulator Ranking
~ All Games & & 2
- | Rk Hame Criteria Points **| Rk Hame Avg Rnk  Points &
ML oz |75 | 1 Tasxas 19.0  100.00 1 Seuthern Cal 4.03 5,46
R e 1oomm| 2 Southern Cal 8.1 9835 T Tawes 368 S4B
Most Wins 1226 90 | 3 Fresno State 7.4 9.2 3 Penn State 5.09 870
Margin of Victory | i | » 4 Miami 16.0 94,64 4 Miemi 673 B6.42
Points Scored 5 Ohio State 14.0 91.07 5 Lsu 11.57 B83.57
Points Allowed 5 Penn State 14.0 .07 & UCLA 14.11 82.26
- & 7 13.8 90,67 7 Virginie Tech 1024 B3
- 7 Virginie Tech 13.8 90.67 & Oregon 13.77 8175
~ BCS Teams & = 9 Auburn 132 89.64 9 Alabama .53 L5
Win Percentage a8 50 ] 10 Alabema 12.2 87.86 10 13.44 BOLTS
Fewest Lasses 13 10— 11 Louisville 1.1 85.91 1 Tew 2039 8012
o Moasldi 1.3 __',EDJ‘- 11 Toledo wlladtees- 8391 | 12 Ohio State 12.05 I o
b P o L - T s e o e el Ty e _._Pv"—-'-_"__“ ey :w-_,_.p"
For more information about the mathematics behind the Football Rankulator Ranking, see FBR
Rankings Calculation.
For more information about creating the FBR rankings, see Rankings Methods.
For more information about viewing detailed results, see Rankings Grid.
2.10.1 FBR Rankings Calculation

The FBR Ranking is a weighted average of one or more ranking methods. You choose the ranking
method and give it a weight. The software does the rest.

e How it works

There are over 80 rankings methods to choose from. To include a ranking method in your ranking,
simply give it a weight between 1 and 100. Some criteria have additional parameters to set, e.g.,
methods using points (e.g., margin of victory) and team rankings.

For every ranking method you use, each FBS football team is assigned a point value in the range of
0 to 100. The team with the highest point value is ranked #1 for that ranking method.

To calculate a team's final point value for the FBR Ranking, each of the team's ranking method's
point values is multiplied by the weight that you assigned to that method, these numbers are added
together, then divided by the sum total of all then ranking method weights. The result is a final point

value that is also in the range of 0 to 100 - this is the FBR Ranking value. The team with the largest
value is ranked #1.

¢ How a Ranking Method's points are assigned

Each rank method uses a unique criteria to rank all the Division FBS teams. Criteria is converted
into data, and the data gets translated into points. Points are in the range of 0 to 100.

Ranking Method —» Criteria —» Data —» Points

You will find that most of the rank methods fall into the following basic types...
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Criteria type Data Points

Win-Loss Percentage Win % is a value between O and 1  Data is multiplied by 100

Margin of Victory Average score difference - losing Prorated between the highest
teams have negative values and the lowest MoV's

High Counts (when more is Number of the count Prorated between the largest

better, e.g., most wins) value and 0

Low Counts (when less is Number of the count Prorated between 0 and the

better, e.g., fewest losses) largest values

You should look at each rank method description for specific details, but the types above cover most of
the rank methods.

2.10.1.1 Ranking Method Groups

» All Games
Using all the games that a team has played

¢ Win Percentage

o Fewest Losses

e Most Wins

e Margin of Victory

¢ Points Scored - average of points scored
¢ Points Allowed - average of points allowed

» Major Teams

These are games against any team from a conference that is tagged Major. Independent teams
considered Major may also be included. By default, these ranking methods uses games against teams
from the Conferences and Independents listed below.

ACC

Big Ten

Big 12

Pac-12

SEC

(Independent) Notre Dame

Win Percentage

Fewest Losses

Most Wins

Margin of Victory

Points Scored

Points Allowed

Most Games

Fewest Games Against Non-Major Teams

» FBS Weighted
Win-Loss record is calculated using the opponent's team weight (see Team Weights)
¢ Weighted Win Percentage

e Fewest Weighted Losses
e Most Weighted Wins
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» Home & Away Games
Using only the home or away games (games at neutral sites are not used)

Home Win Percentage
Fewest Home Losses

Away Win Percentage
Most Away Wins

» FBR Strength of Schedule
The current SoS Option settings are used when calculating the following Ranking Methods.

e Strength of Schedule
e Opponents' Record
e Opponents' Opponents' Record

2] "Game date" verses "Now"

How may games against winning teams did you your team play? Did they have a winning record
when you played them - or do they have a winning record now? Is one view more important to you
than the other? The next two Ranking Method groups uses games against winning teams and
games against ranked teams. They are subdivided into "game date" and "now" groups which uses
these points of view.

» Winning Teams (At Game Date and Now)
These Ranking Methods use games against teams having a winning record on the game date or now.

Most Games
Win Percentage
Most Wins
Margin of Victory

» Ranked Teams (At Game Date and Now)

These Ranking Methods use games against ranked teams on the game date or now. The methods are
further subdivided into ranked groups: 1) AP, Coaches, or Harris Polls, 2) AP Poll only, 3) Coaches
Poll only, and 4) Harris Poll only..

Most Games
Win Percentage
Most Wins
Margin of Victory

» Unranked Teams
All of these Ranking Methods are for the fewest loses against teams that are unranked.
» Hot Teams

e Here are three Ranking Methods using a team's hot streak and one for a team's winning streak. A
team's hot streak is determined by looking at its cumulative Win-Lose record in reverse order (i.e.,
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going backwards in time) and remembering the best Win Percentage we see. A hot streak must
include at least four games (unless there are no more than four games), and must include at least
one loss (unless the team is undefeated).

Win Percentage in Hot Streak
Most Wins in Hot Streak
Fewest Losses in Hot Streak
Winning Streak

» Upsets
These Ranking Methods uses games where the outcome would be described as an upset.

Most Wins Against Better Ranked Teams

Fewest Loses Against Worse Ranked Teams

Most Wins Against Teams with Better Records (both teams must have played at least one game)
Fewest Losses Against Teams with Better Records (both teams must have played at least one
game)

» Voter Polls
These methods reflect the AP and Coaches polls, either by rank or points.

AP Rank

AP Ranking Points

Coaches Rank

Coaches Ranking Points

Harris Rank (beginning 2005)

Harris Ranking Points (beginning 2005)

2.10.2 Ranking Methods

Here is the Ranking Methods section of the Rankings Page. Click on one of the Rank Method
descriptions and you will immediately see the ranking for that method in the near-side grid. If you have
assigned any weights, the FBR Ranking will appear in the far-side grid. From the toolbar you can also
load and save ranking criteria configurations, and configure the Strength of Schedule options used by
the SoS ranking methods.

Copyright © 2018 Whitaker Software Applications



41

Football Rankulator

Generate FBR Ranking is
report buttons shown here
Conferences  Teams Game: Polls [ Rankings
Rankings Grid Graph For Game Analysis v °% () < SoS 4
Ranking Method Desc... | Wgh%  Weight MoV Poll
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Fewest Losses 1 Louisville 5.9 88.58 1" Tew 0.3 802
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Nargin of Victory 13 Wast Virginia B 86.85 13 Auburn 1530 759
14 LSU X 85.52 14 Notre Dame 15.57  75.49
Paints Scored
15 ToU 7.0 84.77 15 Gesrgia 1879 7405
Peints. Mlowed 16 Gaorgia 6.1 83.63 16 Texas Tach 24.80 Tide
Most Games 17 Clemson 60 83.44 17 Louisville M TRéE
Fewest Games Aga... 681 50 -:II 18 Oregon 5.9 83.25 18 19.03 71.49
~ FBR 51.1..."9*“_ 5& 19 Florida State b 8286 19 Wisconsin . Ti.38
Serengh ol SeRan TR = 20 Texas Tech 5.3 §2.50 20 Flerida State 24.3% E9.%5
o cecord 2 40 B0.7% 21 South Carolinpuresrmmeny  69.52
" =
g ] 7 Colorads 35 8013 | 22 Flarida ragert e ¢ (I
gporeniivpon s o 1] 23 ucLA 34 79.97 3 Fresno State WEH 6
* Winnina Teams 7] 7} *| 24 Air Forea 3.0 75.47 | 24 Minnaseta T 24.80 6813 ¥

Right-Click on the FBR Rankings
results grid (or Rankings Methods
grid) to create a report

The current Weight, Margin of Victory, and Poll Limit values are displayed in button icons in their
respective columns. See Editing Ranking Methods for info on how to modify these attributes.

Reports

To create reports of individual ranking methods or the FBR Ranking, right-click on the desired grid
and choose "Report..." The following report types are available:

o Text

e HTML - creates a table suitable for inserting into a web page

2.10.3 Rankings Grid

Here is the Rankings Grid section of the Rankings Page. This is where you can see all the items that
go into your ranking. The ranking methods you have selected fill the columns of the grid. From the
toolbar you can also load and save ranking criteria configurations, and configure the Strength of
Schedule options used by the SoS ranking methods.
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Click column Change the contents
headers to sort on of the Rank Methods
a Ranking Method columns

Con[enencesl Teuns| Gamesl Polts || Rankings
Ranking Methods | Rankings Grid Default - O So5

Rank | Team | Points | Pous | (731 Win % | [100) Fewest Ls | [90) Most ws | [25] Ave MoV | [30] %-+BCS | [10]L-+BCS | A| [Column contpnts
1| Oklahome s0.70 1,011 i 1 1 2 ] 1 @ Rank
2 Miami 89.23 2021 1 1 1 7 1 1  Criteria
3 Virginia Tech g6.08  3.02) 1 1 & 1 1 1 " Data
4 Michigen State 84.60 11,1213 4 & 1 20 t 1  Points
5 Morthern Illinsis 83.28 12,1410 1 1 1 12 1 1
&  Floride State §1.24 67,5 7 5 & 15 1 1 el ]
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8 |Georgia 80,94 4.5,(4) 7 6 & 4 12 1 e L S
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0 Tou 80.28 151314 1 1 1 1 i 1 Sicke 126
11 Ohic State 79.62 &8 7 6 6 7 14 11
1z Lsu 7932 3,12 7, 6 6 6 14 11
13 Washington State 7914 63 7 6 6 5 14 1
14 Mebraska 75.60  14,11,11 7 6 & \ 1 18 1
S ouiilla 74.521 2,4 i 4 ® [Double-click any L
:: Wisconsin :3.63 20,17 2 21 ¢ | Rank Method's cell to 1
3.56 ] 1,18 & 2 L bring up its edit dialog -1k
18 Urah 7291 .03 7 ] ] 1
15O na St 72.83 18,19 7 6 6 16 21 1
20 | Auburs 71.63 17,21 25 2 25 36 21 4
21 Iowa 69.62 16,15 25 21 25 25 30 4
22 Miami (OH) §9.30 28,11 7 6 [ 9 35 11
3 UCLA 69.01 34,40 15 21 25 59 b1l a7
24 Texes Tech 67.64 2619 15 21 25 7 30 4

Teams |4l =~ RankMel.hndsF L] E
4

Reduce the number of of visible ...then use this scroll bar to
ranking methods to fit the grid... see more ranking methods

2.10.4 Rankings Graph

Here is the Rankings Graph section of the Rankings Page. This is where you can see teams' selected
ranking methods graphed against the ranking methods' weights.

o
L= lI%
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2.10.5 Editing Ranking Methods

Ctrl-Click to select Click a t_eam's legend to
emphasize that team (click
"Weights" to remove emphasis”)

teams for graphing

Con[tr!ncesl Teun!| Gamesl Pols || Rankings

Ranking Methpds Rankings Grid Graph

Oklahema >
Miami
Viﬁim’u Tach

Michigan State
Morthern Illingis
Flerida State

Clear Teams

Purdus

Georgia
Sewthern Cal
TEU

Ohie State
Lsu
‘Waszhington State
Mabraska
Louisville
‘Wisconsin
Michigan

Litah

Oklahoma State
Aubrn

Towa

Miami (OH)
UCLA

Texas Tech
Bowling Graen
Air Force

Also see Customizing Graphs.

All Ranking Methods have a Weight attribute. Some use Margin of Victory (MoV), and some use a Poll
Limit. In the Ranking Methods section, the values for these attributes are listed in columns along side
the Ranking Method Description. To modify any of these attributes, click on its value and an edit dialog
will popup. You can modify an attribute from the Rankings Grid sections by double-clicking any

Ranking Method's cell.

In the following figure, the user has clicked on the Weight value for the Margin of Victory Ranking

Method.
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Edit Rank Method
Click the buttons to
increment/decrement Margin of Victory
the weight. .. N
m\ $1 | 5 | 10 | 425
... or type the 3“
value in the edit 0 = 1 == g == {0 == 75
box A
uto
., v
update
This Rank Method Weight Margin of Victory v ok | X cancel |
uses Margin of
Victory - click this

button to edit its

MoV value
ZU.ug (Vv
most Wins 18.04 % 90
Margin of Victory | 5.01 |25

[ 0 ]

Click the weight button
to bring up the Edit
Rank Method dialog

Notice the "Weight" and "Margin of Victory" buttons in the lower left hand portion of the dialog. A
button will appear for applicable attributes of the Ranking Method being modified. In this example,
the Ranking Method does not use "Poll Limit," so its button does not appear.

Here are example of the Margin of Victory and Poll Limit views of the Edit Rank Method dialog.

Margin of Victory Against BCS Teams

[MovLimit|[ &1 |[ &3 |[ &7 |[ 10|

(=1 J{ =3 J[ =7 ][ =10]

e
£2 lrm

Mlmminarﬂkmw l W Ok ” b (mcel]
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Most Wins Against Ranked Teams (game date)[Voter Polls]

(o] [ ][5 )20 ) (2]
(=)= =)=

Mlpwumn [« ox || X cancel]

As you can see, the tree views are similar. The current value of the attributes is shown in the edit
box. You may type in the value you want there. The plus (+) and minus (-) buttons increments and
decrement the value.

If the Auto update button check box is checked, the FBR will automatically recalculate the Football
Ranking as you modify the attributes value. If the attribute is something other than "Weight," the
ranking for the Ranking Method will be recalculated as well.

Click OK to keep your changes - Cancel restores the previous value(s).

Weight values

Weight values can be between 0 and 100. If 0, the Ranking Method is not used. Notice the weight
percentage (Wgh %) column in the Ranking Methods section; this is the percentage of the Ranking
Method's weight in the sum of all weights.

Margin of Victory values

Set the Margin of Victory value to set a limit on the most points a team may win by. For example, if
you set the MoV cap at 17, any win of greater than 17 points is treated as if the MoV was only 17
points. Note: the MoV value does not affect the number of points that a team may lose by - only
wins. A value of 0 means that no MoV limit is used.

Poll Limit values

For Ranking Methods that use ranked teams in its criteria, you may wish to place a limit of the
highest ranked teams to be used. For example, you wish to see a ranking method that uses games
against top 10 teams, set the Ranking Method's Poll Limit value to 10 - any team ranked higher than
10 will not be used. A value of 0 means that any ranked team is used.

Assign values to a group of Ranking Methods

Click this icon...

:
By

%

to set all the attributes in a grouping of Ranking Methods. Note: the Increment/Decrement buttons
do not increment or decrement individual ranking methods' attributes - the value in the edit box will
be applied to all the ranking methods in the group.
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¢ Assign values to all Ranking Methods

Click a column heading...

Weh & Weight Ml:u‘-.-‘[% Poll
] .Y

|

to set all the attributes of all of the Ranking Methods. Note: the Increment/Decrement buttons do not
increment or decrement individual ranking methods' attributes - the value in the edit box will be
applied to all the ranking methods.

2.10.6 Ranking Criteria Configurations

Once you put together a ranking you like, you can save your settings to a ranking criteria configuration
(RCC) file. RCC files are saved the RankConf directory (see File directory structure). The Rankings
Page has a drop-down list which contains all of the RCC files you have created.

If you wish, you may have FBR automatically load the last configuration you used when the program

loads.
Save the current Reload the
configuration active RCC file
Active RCC file Clear all ranking
methods’
weights
B | Rankings
¥
. Grid rDefault j YOy«
Weh % Weight | MoV 8

Changes are NOT automatically saved to a configuration file. If you load a configuration, then make
some changes to the setup you can do one of two things.

1. Save the configuration (using the same name or create a new name). This must be a valid
filename.
2. Reload the configuration to its unaltered state.

2.11 Tracking Teams

Using "Track Team" allows you to follow a team through any view within Football Rankulator.
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Ht | - Motre Dame Fighting Lrish
<5 Clear %]

Southern Cal ijans

Tennessee Volunteers

Mavy Midshipmen

To enable this feature, type <Ctrl-T>, select "Options | Track Team" from the main menu, or click the
"Track Team" button on the toolbar. Once enabled, any team you select will become the tracked team.
A Tracked Team is located and emphasised as you change views in the application.

Click the down arrow button to display a list of the last 10 tracked teams

2.12 Finding Teams

To quickly find a team, use the "Find Team" dialog. This feature is available from most views within the
application.

Type a team's name,
initials, or city

Search for... Division tvpes

miss Y v I-A Limit the teams
v 1-AA searched by

Central Missouri St. L v 1l division type

Mississippi vl

Select the team you
Y Mississippi College o

are looking for
\ Mississippi State
.. Al Clear
\MISSISSIPPI Valley State

@

Missouri Rolla
Missouri Southern 5t.
Missouri Western St.
Montana

Type <Ctrl-F> to bring up the dialog, or use the "Find Team..." menu item under the "Options" main
menu item.

If you are using the Track Team feature (see Tracking Teams), the team you select through the Find
Team dialog will become the new tracked team.
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2.13 Report and Exports
Text Reports may be created on the following views within Football Rankulator...

Conferences Page - Conf Teams

Teams Page - Schedule

Games Page - Game grid

Rankings Page - Ranking Methods and FBR Ranking

There are three types of reports that you may generate...

e Text
e CSV
e HTML

You select which type of reports you wish to generate from the main menu: Options | Report type. You
may also change the report type by right-clicking on any of the report icons.

Text reports are printable representations of the view's contents.

The data in CVS reports are separated by commas - these are suitable for saving and importing into
other programs (e.g., MS Excel).

If you plan to import CSV data into an Excel spreadsheet, you should be aware of the following
issue.

When Excel brings in a CSV file, it will change into a date any data that looks like a date; it does this
whether the data is really a date or not. In FBR CSV exports, there is a lot of win-loss data that looks
like dates, e.g., 10-1, 4-7, etc. Excel will change a win-loss record of 10-1 into a date of October 1,
<current year>; 4-7 becomes April 7th, and so on. Obviously, this is not what you want.

This is a known issue (problem?) with Excel. One work around is as follows...

Change (or save) the file's extension to something other than CSV -- for

example, TXT. Then, when you open the file, Excel's Text Import Wizard will

kick in. In Step #3 of the wizard, specify "Text" as the format for your

win-loss columns.

If you are an Excel whiz (I am not) - | have seen some discussions about creating macros to address
this problem. Use Google and search in "Groups" using the following keywords: excel csv date.

HTML reports may be saved and using in web pages, etc.
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2.14

& Mountain West Conference

a-0
BYU 5-3
Colorado State 5-3
Utah 4-4
Hew Mexico 4-4
San Diego State 4-4
Air Force 3-5
Wyoming 2-6
THLY 1-7

%

@ Chipboard ] lPrl'nt SutupJ

ol ol B D DD

PF-PA
398-223
336-351
321-36%
360-28%
326-327
323-3235
330-34%
271-237
207-381

Polls

aa

Houston Bowl Beat Iowa State

Las Vegas Bowl Llost to California
Poinsettia Bowl Lost to Havy
Emerald Bowl Beat Georgia Tech

>

| @ save || & Print | [ o Done |

Any report may be saved to a file, printed, or copied to the clipboard.

Configuring Columns

The Conference Teams, Schedule, and Games Page views all have grids with columns that you may

customize. The dialog below shows the columns for a team schedule, but the controls are the same

for the other grids.
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2.15

Save, reuse, refresh, and
delete configurations here

Visible Grd Columns
Default wl ="F Oy

Available

Conference W-L record

FBR Ranking

Game notes

Opponent’s FER Ranking (game date)
Opponent’s FER Ranking (now)
Opponent’s polls (game date)
Opponent’s polls [now)

Opponent’s W-L record (game date)
Opponent’s W-L record [now)

505 opponents’ opponents W-L record
505 opponents W-L record

Strength of schedule

Title andfor Type

Reset the columns to
a preset minimial
defined configuration

Using (blue items must be usad)

Dale

Time

TV coverage
Opponent graphic
Oppanani

Team's score
Opponent’s score
W-L record

Polls [AP, Coachessth

down buttons

columns

[ W OK i[ xtan:l:l]

Use the mouse to drag and drop
column definitions from one list

to the other

Customizing Graphs

50

Change the order by
selecting a column__.

and clicking the up and

You may also change
the order by dragging
and dropping the

The Available list is always sorted alphabetically. The Using list may be ordered any way you like.

You may change the viewing styles on any graph that appears in Football Rankulator. These changes
will affect all the graphs in the program and be saved between sessions.
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Eeset the Selections on this submenu will affect all
styles here graphs in the application and will be saved
between sessions

Monochrame + Symbal
w Bitmap [ Gradent Styles

Light Inset

O g

2.16 TV Coverage

TV information is managed in the Edit TV Information dialog. Open this dialog by using the Main Menu
option, "Options | Configure TV Info..."
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Edit TY Information

@ ABC Hame
® cas HEIC
s ESPM

e ESPH Graphic filename

ﬁ P CAProjec s\ Testing\ FootballRankulatar TVIMB L. gif

oY o— \"’
NB

(e (o)

Use this dialog to add, edit and delete TV items. TV items may be assigned to games in the Edit Game

dialog (see Editing games).

Be aware that the TV items are used by all the datafiles, so if you delete a TV item, all links to it will be
removed, not only for the current datafile, but any games in other datafiles. Likewise, modifying an item
will also be reflected in other datafiles.

3  FAQ.

¢ Frequently Asked Questions

1. Will I have to enter all the scores and polls myself?

A: No. Scores for all Div 1-A and Div 1-AA games will be available for download the day after each
game day. Poll data will be entered as it becomes available.

2. What is the _Place Holder_ conference?

A. The _Place Holder_ conference is a dummy conference. Every team must be associated with a
conference, and if you ever need to add a team before you know its conference, it will be associated
with the _Place Holder_ conference.

3. What is the <No Opponent> team?

A. The <No Opponent> team is a dummy team used as a game opponent when a game's opponent(s)
is not known, e.g., championship and bowl games.

4. Why is the game week defined as Tuesday through Monday?

A. While there are normally no college games on Sunday or Monday — Sunday is the day the voter

polls are published, and Monday is the day the BCS results are released. And don't forget Monday
Morning Quarterbacks.
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5. Why does "D" or "U" appear in the score's place?

The "D" means you running the demo version of Football Rankulator and the cutoff data has passed
for processing scores. The 'U" means you are running the registered version, but have not enter your

registration key - enter your key the scores will appear.
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Teams Page 16

_ P _ Tracking 46
Weights 30

Polls Team Weights 30
AP 33 Teams Page 16
BCS 33 Track Team 46
Building FBR Rankings 35 TV Coverage 51
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FBR 33 -U -
Harris 33

Polls Page 33 Using FBR 4

Preferences 9
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Rankings
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